MAYOR CQULVER'S INAUGURAL,

DELIVERED BEFORE THE CITT CCUNCIL. S4TURDAY,
ADPRIL 16,

| Mir. Presilent and Gntlomen of the Gommon Couneal:

It hns pleased a majority of my fellow-citizens
of Daluth to elect ma as as their first chief magis-
trate; and, in accordance with the law, we have
met to i the first icipal gove 2
for our Embryo City.

T fully realize the importance of the trust that T
assuma in aceepting the office of first IMayor of
Dalath aud sineerely rogret that I eannot bring to
it more experience and. sbility,

eéply appreciate this markell tastimonialor|
respect and confidence That bas indrced my friends
to elevate me to this honorable pesition. The eir-
cumstances of my election is one parbicalarly
pleasing on the groungs tiat it is the resuit of a
popular union movemsnt wholly divested of any
ase or issne whatever—a movement
cated by the leading men ot buth
, whose whole aim was to promote
ind welfare of our young Ciry, to
protect and earry ont all obhgatiouns & and agrea. |
" bly with those who are furny £ the me rial aid
“that 1+ devalopiag our tows, und nnon whoso ef-
for:s our promising fature depends. It was the
result of a determined combination of law and or-
der abidiog men, not seeking for louves and fishes,
nor personal agrandizemen; but whose sole object
is an honest, economical system of city govern-
ment

1t is to this class of our fellow citizens that we
owe our preferment gentlemen, of the Conncil; but
let us engenvox to satisfy their expectations by a
faithful and impartial dischargo of our duties.

In entering upon the responsibilities incumbent
npun me as Mayor, I eannot refrain from express-
ing a fecling of distrust in my abilities; but is my
fixed purpose and esrnest desire to diseharge those
dutles with an eye single to the public welfare.

Having been absent from the cit{l the past three
weeks, and the limitcd time that I have had at my
disposal since my retarn yesterday, has prevented |
me from presenting to you at this time many im-
portant featnres in the Charter connected with the
organization of the City government that I had
desired to call your attention to, but will make
them the subj of special icatl at

some futare time.
Among the first things, gentlemen, that shonld
claim your attention is the questions of Finances
aud Taxation.
Daluth commences her existence under most

auspicious circumstances.  Nature has p! ex
ut the head of navigation upon our greas chain ot
water com icution with tho Aty Rail-
rozds are ubout to unite Ler witi the Northwest
and Pucifie Ocenn—sho stands, sddmitied Ly all as
dustined to be ons of the great cities of the west—
and you, gentieman, as the first Council of Da-
lath, are placed in a position to devisu a system of
tuternal 1mprovements for tbs city that wall cor-
respord withh Lier daticipated growth. It is for
you by a well digested policy to aid und assist her
natural faeilities.

In order to set the machinery of our municipal
government 1n motion we must uacessa;i!y incur
on expenss of no incousidersble magnitude; and
in order to n:eet these current expenses, I would
suggest for your coasideration, the issuance of
city bonds with coupons attached, aad bearing
such rates of igterest as will make them attractive
to vur contractors and business men as an invest-
ment at home, aund not be compelied to force them
upoa a foreign markes ub rurnoas rates of discount,
Lot them also be received in paywent of city
taxes or asscssments of every uature whatuver.
Whila we have reason to coagratulate ocurselves
upon the rapid growth of our town, and may rea-
sonably expect a realization of of our aniieipa-
tions of the splendad futnre thab has ulways been
entertained by its foundations, we shoald be
watchful and jealons of our credib in the financial
wotld, and study to make tho burden of taxation
as light as possibie, so tiat when strangers come
here to invest, any inquiries they mey make in re-
lation to Sus and tazation may ba sath
rily answered. N

I would especially call your uttention fo the
provision of the charter empoweriug yoz to pro-
vide for conducting water 1utd the city and con-
tract the erection of water works and gas works,
Now is tke time to provide for these essentinl re-
quirements so necessary to_our tafely, comfort
‘and enjoyment. Qur aity is so sitmated that no
difficulty arises in furnishieg every part of it with
geod and sbundant supplies of wuter; and ia caso
‘of fires it is the great element of safety. I ucder-
stand that responsible parties are ready to enter
into contract wnlb the city for the ersction of wa- ,




>
Ter and gas works, and with these two great diside-
ratoms supplied, a great step will be mads towards
our advancement.

Our harbor snd dockage facilities should be
matters of great regard to the Council, ag it is
through these our supremacy as the great City of
Lake Buperior must chiefly be msintained. = No
other than a liberal and enlightened policy with
regard to this important matter, will, I am confl-
dent, be ined by your b ble body.
Cutting a canal throngh the Point, dredging the
Bay, building the docks and piers, and the sup-
port of all means for the continuation of our
Breakwater, will be satisfactory evidenoe that live
men sre engaged in building up Dualuth, and that
our harbor facilities can easily be made equal to
‘nf in the 'Oﬂ::i' i tlemen: of the Conneil,

t is apparent to yon, gen /0!
that immediate stepe shonld be taken for the se-
curing of pro sufficient to meet all demands
for publie buildings for the use of the city; and
also to provide suitable for the use of the
city government until such ent arrange-
ments can he effected.

The improvement of streets and establishing of
grades thercof, are xmong the important snbjects
for your early consideration. Many persons are
postponing the erection of costly and snbstantial
improvements for want of some data to be gov-
erned by ia this matter.

Great care should bo taken in the selection of
& suitable person to fill the office of Civil Engi-
neer, us under onr charter a grade once estab-
lisked, » profilo thereof must be filed in the office
of Register of Decds for the couuty; and should
the grade so established be at at any time thereaf-
ter altered, ail damages, costs, and charges arrising
therefrom, shall be paid by the city to the owner
of any 1ot or parcel of laud or tenement which
may be effected or injured in consequence of the
alteratiou of such grade. And in connection with
this subject, I would draw the attention of the
Couacil to the daties of their Street Commission-
ers, and the great care required, that in all these
offices proper and suitakle men shoald be selected,
43 the powers vested in the Street Commissioner
' are very ample, nad would seem to require great
ability as well as honesty and integrity in the of-
fice.

In the management of the Police force, (an im.
portant dury, snd ooe for whicih I alone am to be
held responsible,) I shall endeavor to see that the
city maintaine a rep ion for quietnde and good

! order. And in conelusion, gentlemen, I desire to
 assare you thag I ahall always be rcud; ta co-oper-
1 ate with you in all leul t

“ the gencral interests of the City and oom;xcn.iCyA




